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Over a year ago, we began our work release

program at the Rowan County Detention Center,

allowing qualified inmates to work at local

businesses. We have had over 40 inmates involved

in the program, and we’re incredibly grateful for

the positive feedback from businesses and the

lasting impact we anticipate it will have on

participants’ lives post-release. The work release

program gives these individuals the means to build

a better life, with a paying job, work experience,

and the influence of community-minded folks who

also benefit from the expanded workforce. 

Clearfield Elementary
Students Give Back to
Community with
Blessing Box

Rowan County Middle and
High Schools Win KESDA
Speech Tournament
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Clearfield Elementary Students Give
Back to Community with Blessing Box
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The courthouse was officially vacated and closed in 1981 following the construction of a new courthouse,The courthouse was officially vacated and closed in 1981 following the construction of a new courthouse,

prompting community members and court officials to ponder the future fate of the building. Ultimately, the cityprompting community members and court officials to ponder the future fate of the building. Ultimately, the city

launched conservation efforts to upkeep the building as a result of its long presence in Rowan County's legallaunched conservation efforts to upkeep the building as a result of its long presence in Rowan County's legal

history, an effort which, along with the building's own architectural and historical significance, led to the buildinghistory, an effort which, along with the building's own architectural and historical significance, led to the building

being recognized by the National Register of Historic Places in 1983.being recognized by the National Register of Historic Places in 1983.  

The Judge Executive at the time, Jim Nickell appointed 10 members to an Old Courthouse Committee to makeThe Judge Executive at the time, Jim Nickell appointed 10 members to an Old Courthouse Committee to make

recommendations for future use. In October of 1982, a public meeting was held to solicit comments and support,recommendations for future use. In October of 1982, a public meeting was held to solicit comments and support,

with resulted in tremendous support. Unfortunately lack of money prevented much renovations.with resulted in tremendous support. Unfortunately lack of money prevented much renovations.

In 2003, at the request of the Rowan County Judge Executive, a group of citizens representing several communityIn 2003, at the request of the Rowan County Judge Executive, a group of citizens representing several community

organizations, including the Morehead Art Guild, The Cave Run Arts Association, the Morehead Theatre Guild,organizations, including the Morehead Art Guild, The Cave Run Arts Association, the Morehead Theatre Guild,

and the Rowan County Historical Society, met with an architect to discuss the feasibility of approaching theand the Rowan County Historical Society, met with an architect to discuss the feasibility of approaching the

Lucille Caudill Little Foundation for a $1 million grant to be matched by local funds which would be used to createLucille Caudill Little Foundation for a $1 million grant to be matched by local funds which would be used to create

the Rowan County Arts Center. The courthouse renovations began in 2005 and the Grand Opening of the Rowanthe Rowan County Arts Center. The courthouse renovations began in 2005 and the Grand Opening of the Rowan

County Arts Center was January 21, 2007County Arts Center was January 21, 2007

The fifth and present courthouse and judicial center was constructed between 2009 and 2011. The twoThe fifth and present courthouse and judicial center was constructed between 2009 and 2011. The two

multimillion dollar facilities are on the west side of town on the site of the old Carr Lumber Company andmultimillion dollar facilities are on the west side of town on the site of the old Carr Lumber Company and

Cowdens Manufacturing. The Groundbreaking was May 26, 2009 and the dedication was July 14, 2011.Cowdens Manufacturing. The Groundbreaking was May 26, 2009 and the dedication was July 14, 2011.

SourcesSources

United States Department of the InteriorUnited States Department of the Interior    National Park ServiceNational Park Service  

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form Historic name: _Downtown Morehead Historic DistrictNational Register of Historic Places Registration Form Historic name: _Downtown Morehead Historic District

Tony PenceTony Pence

Jack Ellis FilesJack Ellis Files

Rowan County Arts Center Rowan County Arts Center https://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-ushttps://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-us

Admin, Clio, Miranda Smith , and Hallie Knipp. "Rowan County Court House & Arts Center." Clio: Your Guide toAdmin, Clio, Miranda Smith , and Hallie Knipp. "Rowan County Court House & Arts Center." Clio: Your Guide to

History. September 30, 2020. Accessed February 10, 2023. https://theclio.com/entry/84124History. September 30, 2020. Accessed February 10, 2023. https://theclio.com/entry/84124

Rowan County Courthouse Preservation Committee January 25, 1983Rowan County Courthouse Preservation Committee January 25, 1983

Multiple Morehead News issuesMultiple Morehead News issues

https://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-us


There have been 5 Courthouses since Rowan County was formed in 1856.There have been 5 Courthouses since Rowan County was formed in 1856.  

The first courthouse was a one-story log structure built soon after the county was formed. It was burned down byThe first courthouse was a one-story log structure built soon after the county was formed. It was burned down by

Confederate guerillas on March 21, 1864. This was the eastern most destruction done in the state during the Civil War.Confederate guerillas on March 21, 1864. This was the eastern most destruction done in the state during the Civil War.

It was replaced with a two-story frame building after the war in 1865. This courthouse also burned in the 1890’s andIt was replaced with a two-story frame building after the war in 1865. This courthouse also burned in the 1890’s and

destroyed all county records.destroyed all county records.  

The courts moved to a building on Normal Avenue until the new courthouse was built. This building was later used asThe courts moved to a building on Normal Avenue until the new courthouse was built. This building was later used as

a residence and boarding house for male students at Morehead Normal School, and later torn down and rebuilt as thea residence and boarding house for male students at Morehead Normal School, and later torn down and rebuilt as the

law office of attorney Lester Hogge. The “Hogge Building”, as it was commonly known, was purchased and razed bylaw office of attorney Lester Hogge. The “Hogge Building”, as it was commonly known, was purchased and razed by

Morehead State University in 2016-2017 for parking for the newly renovated Student Center.Morehead State University in 2016-2017 for parking for the newly renovated Student Center.  

The third courthouse was built in 1899. This was a three-story brick structure of Victorian styling and stone work in theThe third courthouse was built in 1899. This was a three-story brick structure of Victorian styling and stone work in the

Romanesque, and was highlighted by a four-story clock tower.The logs used for timber and lumber were from land onRomanesque, and was highlighted by a four-story clock tower.The logs used for timber and lumber were from land on

Christy and North Fork of Triplett and the foundation and stone trimmings were quarried at Bluestone and FreestoneChristy and North Fork of Triplett and the foundation and stone trimmings were quarried at Bluestone and Freestone

quarries. It was built for $14,000.quarries. It was built for $14,000.  

The first major repairs were made in about 1917, when the woodwork inside was redone and the outside brickThe first major repairs were made in about 1917, when the woodwork inside was redone and the outside brick

repainted. In the early 1940’s the spire was removed from the top of the tower leaving it flat, and the building wasrepainted. In the early 1940’s the spire was removed from the top of the tower leaving it flat, and the building was

painted white.painted white.

In 1956, the building needed many repairs and the staff moved to other facilities while renovated. This renovation alsoIn 1956, the building needed many repairs and the staff moved to other facilities while renovated. This renovation also

removed the clock tower. In 1967, the courthouse bell was positioned on a stone monument and placed in the southeastremoved the clock tower. In 1967, the courthouse bell was positioned on a stone monument and placed in the southeast

corner of the courthouse lawn. This was the original bell and dates back to 1890. It was placed back in the renovated oldcorner of the courthouse lawn. This was the original bell and dates back to 1890. It was placed back in the renovated old

courthouse, now Rowan County Arts Center in 2005.courthouse, now Rowan County Arts Center in 2005.

In 1975, the Fiscal Court purchased Baptist / Pinecrest Children’s Home buildings and 25 acres for the new courthouseIn 1975, the Fiscal Court purchased Baptist / Pinecrest Children’s Home buildings and 25 acres for the new courthouse

and jail and were expected to move by February 1976. Unfortunately, the public was not informed of the $700,000and jail and were expected to move by February 1976. Unfortunately, the public was not informed of the $700,000

purchase.purchase.  

Due to questions on the legality of the purchase and public outcry over the secrecy, the county rescinded the order toDue to questions on the legality of the purchase and public outcry over the secrecy, the county rescinded the order to

purchase the property.Rowan County Circuit Judge Caswell P. Lane ordered the funds used for the first payment to thepurchase the property.Rowan County Circuit Judge Caswell P. Lane ordered the funds used for the first payment to the

seller be returned. The money for the payment came out of the "Jail Renovation or Construction" fund. The ownerseller be returned. The money for the payment came out of the "Jail Renovation or Construction" fund. The owner

willing returned the money. He sold the property to the Commonwealth of Kentucky in March 1976.willing returned the money. He sold the property to the Commonwealth of Kentucky in March 1976.

A new courthouse was constructed in 1980-81 from one of local businessman Parnell Martindale’s warehouses on theA new courthouse was constructed in 1980-81 from one of local businessman Parnell Martindale’s warehouses on the

east side of town. This fourth courthouse was renovated into office space and was used until 2011 when a fiftheast side of town. This fourth courthouse was renovated into office space and was used until 2011 when a fifth

courthouse was built. The building is currently being used by Morehead State University.courthouse was built. The building is currently being used by Morehead State University.  
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Rowan County Courthouses 
Article by Cindy Leach The University of Kentucky Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Morehead offers educationalThe University of Kentucky Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Morehead offers educational

and enrichment courses, programs and events for a diverse community of learners 50 years of ageand enrichment courses, programs and events for a diverse community of learners 50 years of age

and older. Some spring classes have just begun, but online registration is still open.and older. Some spring classes have just begun, but online registration is still open.

https://uky.augusoft.net/.https://uky.augusoft.net/.

Classes meet one day a week for up to 6 weeks, for between 75 minutes and 2 hours. Start dates rangeClasses meet one day a week for up to 6 weeks, for between 75 minutes and 2 hours. Start dates range

from February 1st to April 12th. OLLI membership is $50 per academic year, and the course fee forfrom February 1st to April 12th. OLLI membership is $50 per academic year, and the course fee for

each class is $25. Fellowships may be available for those in need.each class is $25. Fellowships may be available for those in need.

In person classes meet at the First Baptist Church fellowship hall. These meetings may also beIn person classes meet at the First Baptist Church fellowship hall. These meetings may also be

available for Zoom participation. Classes include the health topic Sugar Concerns with Dr. Richardavailable for Zoom participation. Classes include the health topic Sugar Concerns with Dr. Richard

Proudfoot; the Economics and Science of K.S. Robinson’s The Ministry of the Future; and WildProudfoot; the Economics and Science of K.S. Robinson’s The Ministry of the Future; and Wild

Wanderings: vicarious travel for wildlife and natural landscapes viewing.Wanderings: vicarious travel for wildlife and natural landscapes viewing.

OLLI at Morehead also offers shared interest groups (no course fee) which meet on an ongoing basisOLLI at Morehead also offers shared interest groups (no course fee) which meet on an ongoing basis

throughout the year. Great Decisions is a discussion group which follows current global topics fromthroughout the year. Great Decisions is a discussion group which follows current global topics from

the Foreign Policy Association’s course book of that name. The Non-fiction Books group meetsthe Foreign Policy Association’s course book of that name. The Non-fiction Books group meets

monthly at Coffee Tree Books to discuss books its members select. Selected TED Talks meets eachmonthly at Coffee Tree Books to discuss books its members select. Selected TED Talks meets each

Tuesday in April, both in person and by Zoom.Tuesday in April, both in person and by Zoom.

For the full spring course catalogue and registration forms, go to https://www.uky.edu/olli/current-For the full spring course catalogue and registration forms, go to https://www.uky.edu/olli/current-

offerings. offerings. Consider signing up for a class today!Consider signing up for a class today!

Morehead OLLI Classes Resume

ROWAN COUNTY MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS
WIN KESDA SPEECH TOURNAMENT

Congrats!

Both teams finished first overall at KESDA, making them state champions! These talented

kids have worked incredibly hard, and we are so proud of them. Congratulations!

Rowan County Middle School Rowan County Senior High School
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Steve Kelsey
Road Foreman

The Ambulance Service is very busy. 

Our staff is healthy and we have hired

additional employees. 

We've seen an uptick in overdoses. 

We are waiting on a new motor for one of

our vehicles. 
Danny Blevins
Ambulance Service

We recently changed our jail tracker/

booking system. The new link is

https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/

jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/

Rowan_County_KY. 

Read about our SCORE work release program

on page 2.
Tyler Brown
Solid Waste and

Floodplain

This year's cleanups have begun and we will

be cleaning more miles of road and dump

sites in the coming weeks. 

The Recycling Center is holding some

materials because the market is down. For

information about recycling, call 784-1250

or visit https://moreheadrecycling.org/.

Check out the article below about paper

recycling. 

Wes Coldiron
Jailer

Nick Brown
Animal Control

Officer 

The Tri-County Animal Shelter is going

cashless. We will be accepting checks, debit,

and credit. To see the animals we have in

the shelter, visit rcky.us/animal-control. We

also post intakes to our Facebook page,

@RowanDogPound (Tri-County Animal

Shelter - Clearfield, Ky). Consider adopting

instead of shopping for a pet and visit us

today. 

Mike Mackin
Finance Director

An Inside Look: Paper Recycling at the MCRC
Many people have never really thought about what happens to the paper and junk mail that they bring to the MCRC. Here is a look atMany people have never really thought about what happens to the paper and junk mail that they bring to the MCRC. Here is a look at

the process they do in order to get the paper ready to ship to the mill so it can be made into other products.the process they do in order to get the paper ready to ship to the mill so it can be made into other products.  

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS:COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS:
MOREHEAD ROTARY CLUBMOREHEAD ROTARY CLUB

Paper is sorted into recycling cans to be shredded, then shreds arePaper is sorted into recycling cans to be shredded, then shreds are

emptied into the baler. Once the baler is loaded, the forklift loaddemptied into the baler. Once the baler is loaded, the forklift loadd

the bale of shredded paper on the semi-trailer to be taken to thethe bale of shredded paper on the semi-trailer to be taken to the

mill. The final product is a 1000 pound bale of shredded papermill. The final product is a 1000 pound bale of shredded paper

ready to be sent to the mill and turned into products that we useready to be sent to the mill and turned into products that we use

everyday.everyday.  

There are many interesting paper products that can be made fromThere are many interesting paper products that can be made from

recycled paper, and it is a good idea to limit waste and help inrecycled paper, and it is a good idea to limit waste and help in

conserving the environment by going for recycled products andconserving the environment by going for recycled products and

recycling when possible.recycling when possible.  

https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
mailto:michael.mackin@rcky.us


Located in MSU's Space Science Center, the Star Theater is a great resource for our region. The 90-

seat digital theater serves as a classroom and planetarium for the region's educators, MSU students

and the general public. Public show costs are $6 from 16-64, $4 5-15 and over 64, and free for under 5

and all MSU staff, faculty, and students, payable by cash or check at the door. Community, school, or

church groups can schedule a show for their group as well. Additionally, in the coming months there

will be free public colloquiums. Contact star.theater@moreheadstate.edu or 240-422-0546.  
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Star Theater 
upcoming events

Morehead KY Turtle Walk: Phase One Moving Forward!

11 AM Stars 

1:30 PM Origins of Life 

6:30 PM Rocket Man (Laser show) 

Thursday 6 PM Free Public Colloquium

with Dr. Mary Knapp

March 11 

March 23 

11 AM One World One Sky 

1:30 PM Cosmic Journey 

6:30 PM Laseropolis (Laser Show) 

Thursday 6 PM Free Public Colloquium

Professor Harold McSween: The Dawn Mission

and the Exploration of Asteroids

March 25 

March 30 



MONTHLY COMMUNITY EVENTS
 FEBRUARY-MARCH 2023

WEEK OF 2/26

WEEK OF 3/5

MOREHEAD THEATER GUILD
PRESENTS: VISITING MR. GREEN

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
FEB. 24 & 25,  MAR 3 & 4 AT 7:30 PM
SUNDAY FEB.  26 & MAR 5 AT 2 P.M.

ROWAN COUNTY ARTS CENTER

KENTUCKY CENTER FOR TRADITIONAL
MUSIC MID-SEMESTER CONCERT

MAR 8TH AT 7PM

LOCATIONS, HOURS, AND CONTACT INFO
ROWAN COUNTY ARTS CENTER:

MONDAY-FRIDAY: 10AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

ROWAN COUNTY ARTS CENTER
CALL:  606-783-9857

EMAIL:  RCAC@MOREHEADTOURISM.COM
VISIT:  ROWANCOUNTYARTSCENTER.COM

KENTUCKY FOLK ART CENTER: 
MONDAY-THURSDAY: 10AM-4PM

CALL:  606-783-2204
EMAIL:  KFAC@MOREHEADSTATE.EDU
VISIT:  MOREHEADSTATE.EDU/KFAC/

MOREHEAD RAILROAD AND HISTORY MUSEUM
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11AM-5PM

CALL:  606-784-5122

ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS'  MUSEUM
SATURDAY 10AM-2PM, OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT

CALL:  606-776-3147
ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY:

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9AM-7PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY:

9AM-5PM
ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

CALL:  606-784-7137
VISIT:  ROWANCOUNTYLIBRARY.ORG

WRITER'S WORKSHOP FOR 13+ AT ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY, LAST WEDNESDAY MONTHLY, 4:30-6:30 PM

ON BOARD- GAME NIGHT FOR 13+ AT THE ROWAN COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY, LAST TUESDAY MONTHLY, 4-6PM

CHOW CLUB- COOKING CLUB FOR ADULTS AT THE ROWAN
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY- 4TH TUESDAY MONTHLY, 11AM-1PM

A GOOD YARN- SIT AND STITCH AT COFFEE TREE BOOKS,
TUESDAYS AT 4PM, SATURDAYS 10AM-1PM

STORYTIME AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY: 
TUESDAYS AT 10:15 AM FOR TODDLERS

TUESDAYS AT 11:15 AM FOR PRE-K (3-5)  
THURSDAYS AT 4 PM FOR AGES 5-12

RECURRING
EVENTS

LEGO CLUB FOR 5-12 AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY,
2ND WEDNESDAY MONTHLY, 4 PM

TEEN ANIME CLUB (13-17)  AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY, 1ST WEDNESDAY MONTHLY, 4:30-6:30 PM

TEEN GAME NIGHT (13-17)  AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY, 3RD WEDNESDAY MONTHLY, 4 PM

CRAFTIN AROUND FOR 13+ AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY, 2ND MONDAY MONTHLY, 10 AM-2 PM

ZUMBA GOLD AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
EVERY MONDAY, 6 PM

DEVICE ADVICE AT THE ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1ST
TUESDAY MONTHLY, 10AM-NOON

CREATIVE COLORING FOR ADULTS AT THE ROWAN COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY, 3RD MONDAY MONTHLY, 11AM-1PM

HALDEMAN MUSEUM
WEDNESDAY- SUNDAY 10AM-8PM

CALL:  606- 780-4043 

"FARMHOUSE CREATIONS" ART EXHIBIT AT ROWAN COUNTY
ARTS CENTER THROUGH MARCH 10TH

MOREHEAD CONFERENCE CENTER 
CALL:  606-780-9694

EMAIL:  MCC@MOREHEADTOURISM.COM
VISIT:  MOREHEADCONFRENCECENTER.COM

DO YOU WANT YOUR COMMUNITY EVENT
FEATURED IN THE ROWAN REVIEW?

 
 CONTACT US AT 606-784-5151 OR EMAIL
SAVANNAH.JACKSON@RCKY.US BEFORE

THE MONDAY PRECEEDING EACH MONTH'S
GENERAL SESSION FISCAL COURT MEETING

(NEXT DEADLINE:  MARCH 20TH)

YOGA AT SAWSTONE BREWING, TUESDAYS 6-7 PM

TRIVIA NIGHT AT THE MOREHEAD HISTORY AND RAILROAD
MUSEUM, SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6 PM

WEEK OF 3/12

ROWAN COUNTY REGIONAL QUILT
SHOW AT THE MOREHEAD

CONFERENCE CENTER
MAR 17 AND 18 FROM 9AM-5PM

PRESERVING YOUR HERITAGE: 
BEING AUNT JEMIMA  

(KENTUCKY HUMANITIES
CHAUTAUQUA PROGRAM)

MAR 2ND-  5:30PM - 6:30PM
ROWAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MOREHEAD ANTIQUES AND ARTISANS
MARKET AT THE CONFERENCE CENTER,
MAR 3 AT 6-9PM, MAR 4 AT 9AM-6PM

PAINT NIGHT W/ ALLISON SLONE AT
ROWAN COUNTY ARTS CENTER, MAR 7

AT 5:30PM, RSVP AT 606.783.9857

ARTIST MEET AND GREET W/ DIANA
BEAMON AT ROWAN COUNTY ARTS
CENTER, MAR 10 AT 4:30-6:30 PM

MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY
EQUESTRIAN PROGRAM MULE SALE AT

MSU FARM, MAR 11 AT NOON, CONTACT
JONATHAN WAUGH AT 606-748-9721

WEEK OF 3/19

MSU THEATRE: STEEL MAGNOLIAS
MAR. 23-26 AND MAR. 30-APR. 2,  LUCILLE

CAUDILL LITTLE THEATRE IN
BRECKINRIDGE HALL

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL
PRODUCTIONS AND ARE MADE BY

CALLING 606-783-2170 OR VIA EMAIL AT
MTDBOXOFFICE@MOREHEADSTATE.EDU

MOREHEAD STAMPEDE PRO RODEO
•MARCH 24TH - 25TH, 2023

•MSU DERRICKSON AGRICULTURAL
COMPLEX, 25 MOREHEAD STATE

UNIVERSITY FARM DR. 
• INDOOR ARENA SO WEATHER IS NOT A

FACTOR
•GATES OPEN AT 6:00PM AND RODEO

KICKS OFF AT 8:00PM
•GET YOUR TICKETS AT THE GATES

CAVE RUN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AT
MOREHEAD CONFERENCE CENTER

MAR 26 AT 3PM

https://www.rowancountylibrary.org/event/preserving-your-heritage-being-aunt-jemima
https://www.rowancountylibrary.org/event/preserving-your-heritage-being-aunt-jemima
https://www.rowancountylibrary.org/event/preserving-your-heritage-being-aunt-jemima
https://www.kyhumanities.org/programs/chautauqua
mailto:mtdboxoffice@moreheadstate.edu


Located in MSU's Space Science Center, the Star Theater is a great resource for our region. The 90-

seat digital theater serves as a classroom and planetarium for the region's educators, MSU students

and the general public. Public show costs are $6 from 16-64, $4 5-15 and over 64, and free for under 5

and all MSU staff, faculty, and students, payable by cash or check at the door. Community, school, or

church groups can schedule a show for their group as well. Additionally, in the coming months there

will be free public colloquiums. Contact star.theater@moreheadstate.edu or 240-422-0546.  
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Star Theater 
upcoming events

Morehead KY Turtle Walk: Phase One Moving Forward!

11 AM Stars 

1:30 PM Origins of Life 

6:30 PM Rocket Man (Laser show) 

Thursday 6 PM Free Public Colloquium

with Dr. Mary Knapp

March 11 

March 23 

11 AM One World One Sky 

1:30 PM Cosmic Journey 

6:30 PM Laseropolis (Laser Show) 

Thursday 6 PM Free Public Colloquium

Professor Harold McSween: The Dawn Mission

and the Exploration of Asteroids

March 25 

March 30 
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Steve Kelsey
Road Foreman

The Ambulance Service is very busy. 

Our staff is healthy and we have hired

additional employees. 

We've seen an uptick in overdoses. 

We are waiting on a new motor for one of

our vehicles. 
Danny Blevins
Ambulance Service

We recently changed our jail tracker/

booking system. The new link is

https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/

jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/

Rowan_County_KY. 

Read about our SCORE work release program

on page 2.
Tyler Brown
Solid Waste and

Floodplain

This year's cleanups have begun and we will

be cleaning more miles of road and dump

sites in the coming weeks. 

The Recycling Center is holding some

materials because the market is down. For

information about recycling, call 784-1250

or visit https://moreheadrecycling.org/.

Check out the article below about paper

recycling. 

Wes Coldiron
Jailer

Nick Brown
Animal Control

Officer 

The Tri-County Animal Shelter is going

cashless. We will be accepting checks, debit,

and credit. To see the animals we have in

the shelter, visit rcky.us/animal-control. We

also post intakes to our Facebook page,

@RowanDogPound (Tri-County Animal

Shelter - Clearfield, Ky). Consider adopting

instead of shopping for a pet and visit us

today. 

Mike Mackin
Finance Director

An Inside Look: Paper Recycling at the MCRC
Many people have never really thought about what happens to the paper and junk mail that they bring to the MCRC. Here is a look atMany people have never really thought about what happens to the paper and junk mail that they bring to the MCRC. Here is a look at

the process they do in order to get the paper ready to ship to the mill so it can be made into other products.the process they do in order to get the paper ready to ship to the mill so it can be made into other products.  

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS:COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS:
MOREHEAD ROTARY CLUBMOREHEAD ROTARY CLUB

Paper is sorted into recycling cans to be shredded, then shreds arePaper is sorted into recycling cans to be shredded, then shreds are

emptied into the baler. Once the baler is loaded, the forklift loaddemptied into the baler. Once the baler is loaded, the forklift loadd

the bale of shredded paper on the semi-trailer to be taken to thethe bale of shredded paper on the semi-trailer to be taken to the

mill. The final product is a 1000 pound bale of shredded papermill. The final product is a 1000 pound bale of shredded paper

ready to be sent to the mill and turned into products that we useready to be sent to the mill and turned into products that we use

everyday.everyday.  

There are many interesting paper products that can be made fromThere are many interesting paper products that can be made from

recycled paper, and it is a good idea to limit waste and help inrecycled paper, and it is a good idea to limit waste and help in

conserving the environment by going for recycled products andconserving the environment by going for recycled products and

recycling when possible.recycling when possible.  

https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
https://omsweb.public-safety-cloud.com/jtclientweb/jailtracker/index/Rowan_County_KY
mailto:michael.mackin@rcky.us


There have been 5 Courthouses since Rowan County was formed in 1856.There have been 5 Courthouses since Rowan County was formed in 1856.  

The first courthouse was a one-story log structure built soon after the county was formed. It was burned down byThe first courthouse was a one-story log structure built soon after the county was formed. It was burned down by

Confederate guerillas on March 21, 1864. This was the eastern most destruction done in the state during the Civil War.Confederate guerillas on March 21, 1864. This was the eastern most destruction done in the state during the Civil War.

It was replaced with a two-story frame building after the war in 1865. This courthouse also burned in the 1890’s andIt was replaced with a two-story frame building after the war in 1865. This courthouse also burned in the 1890’s and

destroyed all county records.destroyed all county records.  

The courts moved to a building on Normal Avenue until the new courthouse was built. This building was later used asThe courts moved to a building on Normal Avenue until the new courthouse was built. This building was later used as

a residence and boarding house for male students at Morehead Normal School, and later torn down and rebuilt as thea residence and boarding house for male students at Morehead Normal School, and later torn down and rebuilt as the

law office of attorney Lester Hogge. The “Hogge Building”, as it was commonly known, was purchased and razed bylaw office of attorney Lester Hogge. The “Hogge Building”, as it was commonly known, was purchased and razed by

Morehead State University in 2016-2017 for parking for the newly renovated Student Center.Morehead State University in 2016-2017 for parking for the newly renovated Student Center.  

The third courthouse was built in 1899. This was a three-story brick structure of Victorian styling and stone work in theThe third courthouse was built in 1899. This was a three-story brick structure of Victorian styling and stone work in the

Romanesque, and was highlighted by a four-story clock tower.The logs used for timber and lumber were from land onRomanesque, and was highlighted by a four-story clock tower.The logs used for timber and lumber were from land on

Christy and North Fork of Triplett and the foundation and stone trimmings were quarried at Bluestone and FreestoneChristy and North Fork of Triplett and the foundation and stone trimmings were quarried at Bluestone and Freestone

quarries. It was built for $14,000.quarries. It was built for $14,000.  

The first major repairs were made in about 1917, when the woodwork inside was redone and the outside brickThe first major repairs were made in about 1917, when the woodwork inside was redone and the outside brick

repainted. In the early 1940’s the spire was removed from the top of the tower leaving it flat, and the building wasrepainted. In the early 1940’s the spire was removed from the top of the tower leaving it flat, and the building was

painted white.painted white.

In 1956, the building needed many repairs and the staff moved to other facilities while renovated. This renovation alsoIn 1956, the building needed many repairs and the staff moved to other facilities while renovated. This renovation also

removed the clock tower. In 1967, the courthouse bell was positioned on a stone monument and placed in the southeastremoved the clock tower. In 1967, the courthouse bell was positioned on a stone monument and placed in the southeast

corner of the courthouse lawn. This was the original bell and dates back to 1890. It was placed back in the renovated oldcorner of the courthouse lawn. This was the original bell and dates back to 1890. It was placed back in the renovated old

courthouse, now Rowan County Arts Center in 2005.courthouse, now Rowan County Arts Center in 2005.

In 1975, the Fiscal Court purchased Baptist / Pinecrest Children’s Home buildings and 25 acres for the new courthouseIn 1975, the Fiscal Court purchased Baptist / Pinecrest Children’s Home buildings and 25 acres for the new courthouse

and jail and were expected to move by February 1976. Unfortunately, the public was not informed of the $700,000and jail and were expected to move by February 1976. Unfortunately, the public was not informed of the $700,000

purchase.purchase.  

Due to questions on the legality of the purchase and public outcry over the secrecy, the county rescinded the order toDue to questions on the legality of the purchase and public outcry over the secrecy, the county rescinded the order to

purchase the property.Rowan County Circuit Judge Caswell P. Lane ordered the funds used for the first payment to thepurchase the property.Rowan County Circuit Judge Caswell P. Lane ordered the funds used for the first payment to the

seller be returned. The money for the payment came out of the "Jail Renovation or Construction" fund. The ownerseller be returned. The money for the payment came out of the "Jail Renovation or Construction" fund. The owner

willing returned the money. He sold the property to the Commonwealth of Kentucky in March 1976.willing returned the money. He sold the property to the Commonwealth of Kentucky in March 1976.

A new courthouse was constructed in 1980-81 from one of local businessman Parnell Martindale’s warehouses on theA new courthouse was constructed in 1980-81 from one of local businessman Parnell Martindale’s warehouses on the

east side of town. This fourth courthouse was renovated into office space and was used until 2011 when a fiftheast side of town. This fourth courthouse was renovated into office space and was used until 2011 when a fifth

courthouse was built. The building is currently being used by Morehead State University.courthouse was built. The building is currently being used by Morehead State University.  
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Rowan County Courthouses 
Article by Cindy Leach The University of Kentucky Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Morehead offers educationalThe University of Kentucky Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Morehead offers educational

and enrichment courses, programs and events for a diverse community of learners 50 years of ageand enrichment courses, programs and events for a diverse community of learners 50 years of age

and older. Some spring classes have just begun, but online registration is still open.and older. Some spring classes have just begun, but online registration is still open.

https://uky.augusoft.net/.https://uky.augusoft.net/.

Classes meet one day a week for up to 6 weeks, for between 75 minutes and 2 hours. Start dates rangeClasses meet one day a week for up to 6 weeks, for between 75 minutes and 2 hours. Start dates range

from February 1st to April 12th. OLLI membership is $50 per academic year, and the course fee forfrom February 1st to April 12th. OLLI membership is $50 per academic year, and the course fee for

each class is $25. Fellowships may be available for those in need.each class is $25. Fellowships may be available for those in need.

In person classes meet at the First Baptist Church fellowship hall. These meetings may also beIn person classes meet at the First Baptist Church fellowship hall. These meetings may also be

available for Zoom participation. Classes include the health topic Sugar Concerns with Dr. Richardavailable for Zoom participation. Classes include the health topic Sugar Concerns with Dr. Richard

Proudfoot; the Economics and Science of K.S. Robinson’s The Ministry of the Future; and WildProudfoot; the Economics and Science of K.S. Robinson’s The Ministry of the Future; and Wild

Wanderings: vicarious travel for wildlife and natural landscapes viewing.Wanderings: vicarious travel for wildlife and natural landscapes viewing.

OLLI at Morehead also offers shared interest groups (no course fee) which meet on an ongoing basisOLLI at Morehead also offers shared interest groups (no course fee) which meet on an ongoing basis

throughout the year. Great Decisions is a discussion group which follows current global topics fromthroughout the year. Great Decisions is a discussion group which follows current global topics from

the Foreign Policy Association’s course book of that name. The Non-fiction Books group meetsthe Foreign Policy Association’s course book of that name. The Non-fiction Books group meets

monthly at Coffee Tree Books to discuss books its members select. Selected TED Talks meets eachmonthly at Coffee Tree Books to discuss books its members select. Selected TED Talks meets each

Tuesday in April, both in person and by Zoom.Tuesday in April, both in person and by Zoom.

For the full spring course catalogue and registration forms, go to https://www.uky.edu/olli/current-For the full spring course catalogue and registration forms, go to https://www.uky.edu/olli/current-

offerings. offerings. Consider signing up for a class today!Consider signing up for a class today!

Morehead OLLI Classes Resume

ROWAN COUNTY MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS
WIN KESDA SPEECH TOURNAMENT

Congrats!

Both teams finished first overall at KESDA, making them state champions! These talented

kids have worked incredibly hard, and we are so proud of them. Congratulations!

Rowan County Middle School Rowan County Senior High School
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The courthouse was officially vacated and closed in 1981 following the construction of a new courthouse,The courthouse was officially vacated and closed in 1981 following the construction of a new courthouse,

prompting community members and court officials to ponder the future fate of the building. Ultimately, the cityprompting community members and court officials to ponder the future fate of the building. Ultimately, the city

launched conservation efforts to upkeep the building as a result of its long presence in Rowan County's legallaunched conservation efforts to upkeep the building as a result of its long presence in Rowan County's legal

history, an effort which, along with the building's own architectural and historical significance, led to the buildinghistory, an effort which, along with the building's own architectural and historical significance, led to the building

being recognized by the National Register of Historic Places in 1983.being recognized by the National Register of Historic Places in 1983.  

The Judge Executive at the time, Jim Nickell appointed 10 members to an Old Courthouse Committee to makeThe Judge Executive at the time, Jim Nickell appointed 10 members to an Old Courthouse Committee to make

recommendations for future use. In October of 1982, a public meeting was held to solicit comments and support,recommendations for future use. In October of 1982, a public meeting was held to solicit comments and support,

with resulted in tremendous support. Unfortunately lack of money prevented much renovations.with resulted in tremendous support. Unfortunately lack of money prevented much renovations.

In 2003, at the request of the Rowan County Judge Executive, a group of citizens representing several communityIn 2003, at the request of the Rowan County Judge Executive, a group of citizens representing several community

organizations, including the Morehead Art Guild, The Cave Run Arts Association, the Morehead Theatre Guild,organizations, including the Morehead Art Guild, The Cave Run Arts Association, the Morehead Theatre Guild,

and the Rowan County Historical Society, met with an architect to discuss the feasibility of approaching theand the Rowan County Historical Society, met with an architect to discuss the feasibility of approaching the

Lucille Caudill Little Foundation for a $1 million grant to be matched by local funds which would be used to createLucille Caudill Little Foundation for a $1 million grant to be matched by local funds which would be used to create

the Rowan County Arts Center. The courthouse renovations began in 2005 and the Grand Opening of the Rowanthe Rowan County Arts Center. The courthouse renovations began in 2005 and the Grand Opening of the Rowan

County Arts Center was January 21, 2007County Arts Center was January 21, 2007

The fifth and present courthouse and judicial center was constructed between 2009 and 2011. The twoThe fifth and present courthouse and judicial center was constructed between 2009 and 2011. The two

multimillion dollar facilities are on the west side of town on the site of the old Carr Lumber Company andmultimillion dollar facilities are on the west side of town on the site of the old Carr Lumber Company and

Cowdens Manufacturing. The Groundbreaking was May 26, 2009 and the dedication was July 14, 2011.Cowdens Manufacturing. The Groundbreaking was May 26, 2009 and the dedication was July 14, 2011.

SourcesSources

United States Department of the InteriorUnited States Department of the Interior    National Park ServiceNational Park Service  

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form Historic name: _Downtown Morehead Historic DistrictNational Register of Historic Places Registration Form Historic name: _Downtown Morehead Historic District

Tony PenceTony Pence

Jack Ellis FilesJack Ellis Files

Rowan County Arts Center Rowan County Arts Center https://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-ushttps://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-us

Admin, Clio, Miranda Smith , and Hallie Knipp. "Rowan County Court House & Arts Center." Clio: Your Guide toAdmin, Clio, Miranda Smith , and Hallie Knipp. "Rowan County Court House & Arts Center." Clio: Your Guide to

History. September 30, 2020. Accessed February 10, 2023. https://theclio.com/entry/84124History. September 30, 2020. Accessed February 10, 2023. https://theclio.com/entry/84124

Rowan County Courthouse Preservation Committee January 25, 1983Rowan County Courthouse Preservation Committee January 25, 1983

Multiple Morehead News issuesMultiple Morehead News issues

https://www.rowancountyartscenter.com/about-us
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Clearfield Elementary Students Give
Back to Community with Blessing Box
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Over a year ago, we began our work release

program at the Rowan County Detention Center,

allowing qualified inmates to work at local

businesses. We have had over 40 inmates involved

in the program, and we’re incredibly grateful for

the positive feedback from businesses and the

lasting impact we anticipate it will have on

participants’ lives post-release. The work release

program gives these individuals the means to build

a better life, with a paying job, work experience,

and the influence of community-minded folks who

also benefit from the expanded workforce. 

Clearfield Elementary
Students Give Back to
Community with
Blessing Box

Rowan County Middle and
High Schools Win KESDA
Speech Tournament
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